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For The Sunday-School Times, 


LITTLE THINGS. 


wee things may properly be called 
little things ?—trivial events? Truly 
few, if any, when seen in the light of their 
possible results. 
“On what a slender thread 
Hang everlasting things! 
The eternal state of all the dead 
Upon life’s feeble strings.” 
And what a mere trifle may cause, or pre- 
vent, the sudden snapping of those cords! 

I know a man whose life was saved by 
the whinnying of hishorse. Mr. G—— was 
but a lad at the time of the occurrence, 
some thirty-odd years ago, I believe, and 
living on his father’s farm in the State of 
Ohio. We had been out riding one after- 
noon in the fall of the year, and on his way 
home called at the house of a cousin, who 
urged him to stay allnight. He consented, 
and was dismounting, when his horse be- 
gan to whinny, asound which the young 
master understood as a request for oats. 

‘‘My horse wants oats,’’ he said to his 
cousin; ‘‘ have you any ?”’ 

The reply was in the negative, and he 
then said he could not stay, for his horse 
must have the oats; and resisting all the 
hospitable entreaties of his relatives, he re- 
mounted and pursued his homeward way. 

That night a sudden and very violent 
whirlwind arose, passing over only a nar- 
row tract of country, but carrying death 
and destruction in its path. One house was 
blown all to pieces, four out of the family of 
six were killed, and the other two badly 
injured ; while another dwelling, the very 
same at which G—— had come so near 
spending the night, had its upper story car- 
ried away. When he heard it, he felt that 
his care for his horse had been made the 
means of saving his life; for he kyew that 
ifhe had stayed, he and his cousin would 
have occupied that part of the building, and 
would in all probability have perished in 
its ruins. 


Reader, do such things happen by chance? 


Nay, notso. ‘He will keep the feet of his 
saints.”” ‘‘Even the very hairs of your 
head are all numbered.”’ 


MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 
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AFTERWARD. 
HEB, 12: 11, 
Not while the surging billows roll 
And overwhelm the struggling soul, 
While darkness black as Egypt’s night 
Shuts out all gleams of heavenly light; 
Not then the blessing comes to show 
The fruits that from affliction grow,— 
But afterward. 


Not while the bending, breaking heart 

Aches ’neath the cha8t’ning’s keenest smart, 

And counting o’er its woes again, 

Can only throb and thrill with pain; 

Not then the wounded soul can know 

The fruits that from such anguish grow,— 
But afterward. 


Not while with quivering lip and eye 

We watch our dearest treasures die, 

And gaze into the open grave 

Feeling our impotence to save; 

Then only grievous seems the case; 

The peaceful fruits of righteousness 
Come afterward. 


When the first tempest gust is o’er, 
Calmed by a voice unheard before; 
When God’s own hand the cloud uplifts, 
And stars beam brightly through the rifts; 
Tis then the heart begins to know 
What fruits from sorest grief below 

Come afterward. 


When heavenly grace, so pure and calm, 

Pours o’er the wound its healing balm; 

While the sweet Comforter stands near 

To whisper words of holy cheer; 

The chastened spirit then may know 

What blessedness from pain can flow 
Long afterward. 


When some sweet flower, till then unknown, 
Springs, with a grace and power its own, 
Beside the path so dark before, 
And lives a blessing evermore; 
Then the lone heart may learn tosmile, 
Counting its treasures less the while.— 

Thus afterward. 


But ah, not yet may we discern 

One half the blessedness, nor learn 

The hidden good that lurks within 

Each stroke of painful discipline, 

Only in heaven can we know 

All the rich fruits which earthly woe 
Brings afterward! 


eee 


Eta. 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
Incidental Benefits, 
HOUGH the Sunday-school does not 
accomplish all that we expect or desire, 
it is manifestky doing a great work in the 
world. All who become interested in its suc- 
cess, and participate in its workings, are 
made wiser and better. The gospel, the 














everlasting gospel of truth, sown in the 
heart, is the talismanic power, to weaken 
and ward off the hosts of sin. Who can 
tell what a fearful lack of morality would 
prevail among the youth of our large cities, 
without the counteracting influence of Sun- 
day-schools! They are not only the nurse- 
ries of the Christian church, but the root 
from which spring nearly all the noble and 
benevolent enterprises‘of our day. Thou- 
sands of our Sunday-school children grow 
up, and go out into the world to per- 
form their parts in the busy scenes and ac- 
tive duties of life, without becoming perso- 
nally identified with any church organiza- 
tion, or giving their hearts to Christ. Alas! 
that it should be so. But they can never 
get rid of the precious truth which has been 
sown in their young hearts. They will feel 
their accountability more deeply, and be 
better men and women in all the relations 
of life, though they come not up to our 
expectations, and may themselves be lost, 
while they are made the unconscious in- 
struments of the salvation of others. So that 
our labor is no failure. M.S. 68. 
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Parents’ Duty to the Sabbath-School. 
HEY should require their children regu- 
larly, faithfully, and without fail, to get 
each Sabbath’s lesson assigned them by the 
teacher. In this way they can co-operate 
more directly and powerfully with Sabbath- 
school efforts than in any other single way. 

Some months since, while on a western 
tour, I took the cars at Detroit for Chicago. 
It was Saturday, and we were due in Chi- 
cago that night. But arriving at a town 
some fifty miles this side, we were detained, 
from some cause, till morning, As daylight 
appeared I arose from my sleeping-berth,. 
and my ears were saluted with a voice, from 
one of the berths, 

‘“‘Get the Testament, Charley,—the Tes- 
tament will do.” 

Half an ‘hour after, two bright-looking 
boys emerged from their berth, and enter- 
ing into conversation with them, I found 
that they had been spending a day or two 
at their old home, and were now returning to 
Chicago. Asa condition of their going, their 
mother had required the promise that they 
would not in their absence forget their Sab- 
bath-school lesson. They said that they 
had not forgotten it, and were now study- 
ing itagain. In the midst of their boyish 
pleasures, trophies of which they were bear- 
ing ‘‘home to mother,” in the shape of a 
cap filled with nuts, some fruit, and seve- 
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ral young pigeons in a box, they had not 
forgotten her injunction, but had faithfully 
fulfilled it. 

While this is a good example for youth, 
it has yet a lesson for parents. Is it not 
true that very many parents feel but little 
interest in the instruction given to their 
children in the Sabbath-school ?—that they 
do little or nothing to second the efforts of 
the teacher, and in some instances may 
really not know what the lesson is that 
their children are required to learn? 
With this indifference on the part of 
the parents, can it be expected that the 
children will properly appreciate, or im- 
prove under, the instruction given in the 
Sabbath-school? But when the parents act 
in concert with the teacher—when, as in 
the case related, they make themselves not 
only acquainted with the lessons, but re- 
quire their children to learn them, the most 
happy results may be confidently expected, 
and Sabbath-schools become indeed nurse- 
ries of the church. W. F.C. 


>_> -___- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


“Wait till You are Older.” 


HEN little Jennie first noticed the 
telegraph wire stretching for miles 
along the roadside, she inquired what it 
was for. She was told it was for conveying 
messages from one place to another. How 
do they send messages, father ?’’ she again 
inquired, eagerly. Impressed at once with 
the utter impossibility of explaining the 
process to her comprehension, I replied, 
“*T cannot tell you now; you would not un- 
derstand me if I should; you must wait till 
you are older.” 


As I uttered these last words, they were 
instantly impressed upon my own heart 
and conscience as a fitting rebuke of my 
own impatience at mysteries I could neither 
unravel or discern. The providences of 
God had been to me, as to one of old, ‘‘ too 
painful for me.’’ So strange were they and 
inexplicable—so sad and appalling! With 
almost agonizing earnestness and tears, I 
had inquired concerning the mystery of 
suffering under the government of God, 
who is infinite in love and power. How 
can it be? Sometimes individual instances 
of suffering are terrifying to the beholders; 
so painful indeed often, that one turns 
away with horror from the sight; yet God 
sees all, and if isolated suffering is so bad, 
what must be the aggregate of human woe? 
And He knows it all! How gladly would 
I relieve it if I could. Who shall say 
Ged could not? Yet he does not. The 
vast tide of woe moves remorselessly on 
from age to age. One loud, continuous 
wail of the suffering and dying is forever 
rolling up to heaven, and the whole 
creation groaneth and travaileth in pain 
together until now. How can it be? 
Since God is a tender, loving Father, 
whose pity far transcends all human love, 
why should it be? All sources of human 
knowledge fail me now. Revelation, even, 
answers not. My burdened spirit seeks in 
vain to fathom the mystery. I only hear 
his loving voice saying, ‘‘ What I do thou 








knowest not now, but thou shalt know here- 
after.” Then with blinding tears and 
trusting heart, I will “wait till Tam older.” 
“God is his own interpreter, 
And he will make it plain.” Va. 


ee 
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“I Want to Die.” 

HERE was a terrible meaning to these 
words, for they were uttered by an un- 
godly man. All his life long he had lived 
within sound of the church bell, and been 
surrounded by religious influences ; but sti- 
fling the voice of conscience, and grieving 
the Spirit of God, he had walked the road 
ofsin. At length, when his hair was gray, 
and the infirmities of age were coming on, 
a lingering and fatal disease fastened upon 
him. No medical skill could help him, and 
he saw that he must die. Flesh was begin- 
ning to fail, but in his extremity he sought 
not the Lord. Steeling his heart against 
all good influences, attempting to shield 
himself behind the doctrines of the Bible, 
and thus make God responsible for his sal- 
vation or destruction, he seemed determined 
to die as he had lived, ‘‘ without hope, and 
without God in the world.’ He rejected 
the love of God, despised the cross of Christ, 
and grieved the Holy Ghost. And soon to 
his darkened mind was fulfilled that terri- 
ble prophecy of woe denounced against the 
wicked: ‘“‘ Ye shall seek death and shall 
not find it, and shall desire to die and death 
shall flee from you.’’ He lived for many 
weeks in misery of body and mind, and 

finally died without a hope. 

Impenitent friend, this sketch has a les- 
son for you. Life may seem very desirable, 
and the way of sin look very easy and plea- 
sant now, but remember, if you persist in 
following its crooked paths, the time may 
come when to your blinded eyes and har- 
dened heart the terrible future which 
awaits the ungodly shall seem less fearful 
than the misery of the present; and when 
you, too, shall cry outin anguish of soul, 
‘*T want to die.”’ J. E. R. 


o~ 


SPEAK TO THE CHILDREN. 


| i, Spemncncoap a quarter of a century has 
passed since the writer was on a visit 
to the far West. While stopping for a 
day in one of its most staid and Puritanic 
country towns, a little girl about twelve 
years of age, among other persons, was 
often passing through the room where I was 
sitting. At first I took no more notice of 
her than of the rest; but suddenly, as she 
was passing, I felt astrong impression that 
I must speak to her about her soul and her 
Saviour. Satan, as usual, suggested, ‘‘ Folly, 
all folly ;’’ but I yielded to the first and best 
influence, and when she returned, asked 
her, as others were present, if she would 
like to show me her garden. She plea- 
santly said, yes. So, while showing me her 
flowers, I said to her all I felt impressed to 
say; and although I cannot now remember 
one sentence, yet I think I shall never for- 
get the relief and sweet peace that I enjoyed 
as we returned to the house, although I 
could perceive no impression made upon 











her mind. Immediately after this we 
parted. Three years elapsed, when one day 
a lady, just returned from a visit to her 
native town, called to see me. It was the 
town where the little girl lived. Shestated 
that she came to see me by special request. 
That soon after her arrival in R——, this 
child, now a young lady, called to inquire 
if Mrs. did not live in her town; and 
when told that she did, was much delighted, 
and wished her to present me very many 
thanks for my kind warning a few years 
before, as it was the means of bringing her 
to Jesus. And, added the lady, that was 
not all, as I had before been told by the 
people there, it was the means of the great- 
est revival ever experienced in that town, 
through that same little girl, who, like a 
true and faithful Christian, went around 
and exhorted others not to go, but to ‘‘come”’ 
with her precious Jesus; until, in a little 
while, more than one hundred were hope- 
fully converted and united with the church. 
—Christian Secretary. 


=_ 
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HALF MY HEART. 


66 TT ATTIE,” said I, ‘‘ the Saviour wants 
your heart for a New Year’s 
present. You have given your father and 
mother, brothers and sisters nice presents: 
Jesus says, give me thy heart. Will you 
give it to him?”’ 
Hattie thought a moment and then an- 











‘ swered, 


‘“‘He may have half of it if he wants it, 
but I cannot give him all.”’ 

‘Why not? What will you do with the 
rest ?”’ 

‘¢ Oh, give it to father and mother and 
brothers and sisters, and keep a little my- 
self.” 

‘“‘Oh, Hattie, Christ does not want any 
such divided heart. Heasks for the whole.”’ 

‘*He may have half of it,’’ persisted 
thoughtless Hattie, and so I left her. I 
could only pray that he who holds the hearts 
of all would help her to give her whole 
heart to its rightful owner. 

I have often thought of Hattie’s strange, 
frank answer—strange for a child, and yet 
how many older people virtually say the 
same! I should like toask Mr. 8., who has 
been a church member for years, if he has 
given Jesus all his heart? Perhaps he 
would answer, ‘‘ Yes, I gave it to him 
thirty years ago,’’ but his life would say, 
‘Christ has my heart Sundays, but I am so 
full of the business of this world during the 
week that I eannot give him more than 
one-seventh of my heart.’’ Mr. S., I sadly 
fear, is trying to serve God and mammon. 


I wonder how many merchants, lawyers, 
farmers, or even Sabbath-school teachers 
give God more than half the heart when 
they have professed to give it all! Their 
actions say, as did Hattie’s lips, ‘‘ God may 
have half my heart, but I must keep the 
res for my friends, my family.’’ They do 
not remember, ‘‘ He that loveth father and 
mother more than me is not worthy of me.’’ 

Others, if questioned, might truly answer, 
‘‘God may have a little of my heart, but I 
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want the rest of it for myself. I would like 
to be a Christian if God would accept so 
much of my heart and life and service as I 
can spare from more important things. I 
cannot give him all.” 

How much of your heart, dear reader, 
may Jesus have this year? How much ofa 
Christian will you be?”’ 

Do you say, ‘‘He may have half of my 
heart, but I will keep the rest for my 
friends?’ Jesus says, ‘‘Ye cannot serve 
two masters; you must hate the one and 
love the other.”’ 

Do you say, ‘‘ Lord, takemy whole heart?”’ 
You will hear him answer, ‘‘ Fear not, for 
I have redeemed thee. I have called thee 
by name. Thou art mine.”’ 

Teachers, scholars, how much will you be 
Christ’s? 8. R. M. 


or Oo 
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MY CLASS. 
BY MATTIE MORGAN, 


Sheaves for thy garner, dear Saviour, 
For thy heavenly courts above, 

That shall live through the glorious ages 
In those regions of light and of love. 

We sow oft in trembling and weakness 
The seed, but we’ll yield not to gloom, 

For when earth with its seed time is ended, 
The sheaves will be harvested Home;— 


Gems that may sparkle, my Saviour, 
When thou wearest thy starry-decked crown; 
Jewels that may flash in the splendor 
That flows from thy heavenly throne; 
Souls for whose sake thou hast trodden 
Thy Father’s red wine press of wrath,— 
To ransom and bring them to heaven, 
Thou walkedst the grave’s gloomy path ;— 


Voices to swell the glad chorus 

Of the ransomed and glorified band; 
Hearts that may beat to the music 

Of angels and saints in that land; 
Brows tobe sweetly encircled 

With the crown laid up for the blest; 
Spirits that worn with this earth-toil, 

Their loved ones may welcome to rest; 


Hearts that to Christ may be given, 
Lives that his work may employ; 
Feet that may tread in the pathway 
Which leadeth to heavenly joy. 
May they love thee, in life’s dewy morning! 
Saviour, draw each lamb to thine arms, 
Where guided and guarded from danger, 
They may yield to thee life’s freshest charms, 


a o 
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Singing in the Sunday-School. 
BY THE REV. J. T. CRANE, D. D. 


N the music used in the Sabbath-school 
there are two things of primary import- 
ance—instruction and devotion. All con- 
fess that the books of sacred song used in 
the various evangelical churches contain 


* not only poetry of the highest order, but 


strong, clear, beautiful enunciations of 
Scripture doctrine. The poetic form, the 
rhythm, the flow, certainly do not detract 
from the present impression of the truths 
uttered, and just as certainly make the 
words more easily remembered. The old 
Athenians caused their few and simple laws 
to be proclaimed in verse. 

These considerations are always to be 
kept in view, when we are preparing the 
children’s ‘‘service of song.’? Here are 
golden opportunities. The words which 





are sung, Sabbath after Sabbath, sink into | 


the memories and hearts of the children. 
The melodies with which they are united 
tend to make recollection more ready and ac- 
curate, as well as memory more permanent. 
The children not only sing at the school, but 
everywhere the familiar notes ring in their 
ears, and the familiar words are upon their 
lips. For this reason, the hymns for the 
Sunday-school should be selected with great 
care.and judgment. A good hymn is equal 
to a page of the catechism. We ought to 
tolerate no mere sentimentalism, no mean- 
ingless jingles of words, but demand always 
sound sense and gospel truth. 

No matter what we sing, the lines will 
occupy a certain part of the mental field, 
not to be thrust out at will. A verse is 
more easily learned than a prose sentence 
of the same number of words. A verse, 
sung to some pleasing tune, is more easily 
learned than when conned in silence. A 
verse, every syllable of which is inseparably 
joined to its companion note in the melody, 
is of all the most easily recalled. Surely, 
then, we ought to make this ready vehicle 
bear a full freight of gospel truth. 

For this reason, the song-roll has an ad- 
vantage over the music-book. A tune may 
be sweet, stirring, but joined to unsuitable 
or even nonsensical words. By means of 
the roll, the beautiful sounds may be ‘‘ mar- 
ried to immortal verse,’’ without any trace 
of their original unworthy associations ; and 
by the help of the charming melody, the 
words chosen may be as ‘‘apples of gold in 
pictures of silver.’’ 

Devotion, worship, is another important 
feature of the right kind of Sabbath-school 
music. A really good hymn partakes of 
the nature of a liturgy, a chanted service of 
prayer, praise, and adoration, with repeti- 
tions of precious truths which need ever to 
be kept before the eyes. Nor is it open to 
objection on the ground of its being a mere 
imitation of worship. Do we not teach our 
little children to pray, while they but dimly 
comprehend the import of the words utter- 
ed, and the design of the whole procedure ? 
If we are right in this, why hesitate to 
apply the same principle still further? 
Prayer ‘s one of the highest forms of wor- 
ship; and the greater must include the less. 
We do well to guard ourselves and our chil- 
dren against self-deception, and unreal re- 
ligion ; but at the same time we do well to 
train them in all good habits, from their 
earliest years. Very young children may 
feel awe and reverence, fear and love, and 
with proper teaching, and the aid of divine 
grace, may revere and love the unseen God 
almost as soon as they are capable of love 
for an earthly father. 

Let our Sabbath-school hymns, then, be 
full of truth, abounding in the very ‘‘ words 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth,’’ and aim- 
ing in every line toinstruct, persuade, train 
the young heart to penitence, faith, love, 
and joy in the Lord. Then shall the songs 
of earth be but preludes to the songs of the 


redeemed around the throne. 
or 


WHOEVER steers for heaven by Christian 
lives must needs allow a great deal for the 
variations of the needle. 
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AN INDIAN LETTER. 


(The following is one of the many lettersof condo- 
lence received by the Rev, Dr. Cuyler, on the death 
of his twin-boy “Geortgie,” and is taken froni the 
little memorial recently published, entitled “The 
Empty Crib.” It will be appreciated by many pa- 
rents from whom the Gardener has taken sweet 
blossoms for the heavenly bowers, The letter en- 
closed seeds of flowers} 

b  jpenes many moons the words of the pale 
face brave have come to the heart of his 
red sister,—sweet as the murmuring of rip- 
pling waters to the thirsty lips of the weary 
wanderer. The steel tongue has come to 
the ear of your red sister, and told her that 
the Great Spirit thas entered the door of 
your lodge, and taken tothe happy hunt- 
ing-ground a light from your wigwam. Ah! 
my brother, the Great Spirit has a beautiful 
garden, where live the little red and pale- 
face pappooses, free from all-earth’s storms. 
The Great Spirit, my brother, can take bet- 
ter care of your litttle Georgie, give him a 
better home, and an education among the 
angels! The oak grows strong by the storm. 
So will your love to the Great Spirit grow 
deeper, since he has taken to his care your 
beautiful boy. Will you plant on his grave 
these star flowers? As they come up, with 
their sinless blossoms, may they cheer you 
in your sorrow, and bring him near in me- 
mory and hope! Few places on earth are 
nearer heaven than the spot where rests our 
dead. Your red sister has said her talk, and 
would hear from the pale brave. With 
greetings to the gentle partner of your sor- 
rows, I am yours in Christian love, 
Your red sister, C. 
Vermont, May 19th, 1868. 
SE aod 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
Seeking Signs. 
N most cases an evidence of unbelief in 
the naked Word of God is not sufficient, 
and we ask for proof. How dishonoring 
and displeasing to the King of kings is this 
doubting of his Word. ‘‘ He that believeth 
not God, hath made him a liar.’?’ What 
wonder, then, that ‘‘ without faith it is im- 
possible to please him ?” 
MARTHA FARQUHARSON. 





For The Sunday-School Times. 
Things in which Some Sunday-Schools Fail. 


1.—Want of punctuality when the school 
assembles. 

2.—Apathy of scholars and teachers in join- 
ing in the hymns. 

3.—Imperfect memorizing of catechism and 
Scripture. 

4.—Neglect to study the lesson at home. 

5.—Indifference to attending teachers’ meet- 
ings. 

6.—Want of effort in gathering in poor 
children for the school. 

7.—Not establishing mission-schools when 
able to do it. F. 


~~ <> + 
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Gop’s commandments are the iron door 
into himself. To keep them is to have it 
opened and his great heart of love re- 
vealed. ae 


SABBATH days, quiet islands on the toss- 
ing sea of life. 











40 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


PHILADELPHIA, JANUARY 23, 1869, 


John S. Hart, 


1. Newton Baker, } Raltors. 





LEsson No. 6, to be taught on the first 
Sabbath in February, (Feb. 7th) may be 
found in Matt., 16: 13-20. Subject: ‘‘ The 
True Confession.” 


or ee 


WE have received $2 for Chloe Lankton, 
from Mrs. L. P. C., Plainville, Conn. ; $1.25 
from Mrs. N. M. F., Monson, Mass.; $1 
from Miss M. C. H., Globe Village, Mass. ; 
$1 from W. T., Philadelphia; $1, ‘‘a widow’s 
mite,” from E. F, H., New Britain, Conn. ; 
$2 from the Infant-class of the (O. S.) Pres- 
byterian 8S. S., Crawfordsville, Ind.; $1 
from 8. E. B., Newburyport, Mass. ; $1,50 
from Eddie and Nellie, ‘their first sav- 
ings,’”? Nyack, N. Y.; $2 from S. E. B., 
Dedham, Mass. ; $1 from V.L. M., Honey- 
brook, Pa.; $1 from Miss M. F., Harrison 
Square, Mass. ; $1 from E. L. G., Rye, N. 
H.; $1 from M. V. H., Boston, Mass.; $5 
from Mrs, 8. W. D., St. Louis, Mo. 


edi pel esti 
The Signs of the Times. 


UR Saviour made it a subject of accusa- 
tion against the men of his generation, 
that they did not observe the signs of the 
times. They professed to know what the 
weather would be, the most uncertain of all 
natural events, and yet their eyes were 
closed to those wonderful indications of 
previdence by which God was clearly point- 
ing out to the nations the advent of his Son. 
There are among us not a few who think 
that they see, in the affairs of the world at 
this time, signs of the second coming of the 
Son of Man. We donot refer to those who 
go into minute questions of arithmetic, and 
undertake to predict the year and the day 
of his coming, but to that large and grow- 
ing company of sober-minded, devout 
Christians, who believe that the Lord has 
left to his people a perpetual command to 
watch for his coming, and who think that 
the events of the present day indicate that 
he is near at hand,—that he may come per- 
haps during this present generation. 


A plain, unlettered reader—and the gos- 
pel is meant for such—can hardly read the 
New Testament attentively, without get- 
ting the impression that Christians are en- 
joined to live in a state of perpetual looking 
for some glorious manifestation of the Son 
of Man. It is to this fact, doubtless, that 
in every age of the church this feeling of 
expectation has showed itself. Nor does 
such a feeling in the minds of God’s people 
indicate any uncertainty in his gracious 
purposes. He may have fixed a certain 
year ‘and day on which our Lord Jesus shall 





again appear on the earth, and yet have 
purposely left the signs of the event in that 
obscure condition that no man can know 
certainly when it will be, and yet all men 
should live in a sober expectation of its ap- 
proach. The state of mind of one who be- 
lieves that his Lord may at any time return 
to the world, is not one to unfit a man for 
present duty. If indeed it were definitely 
revealed that Christ would reappear on the 
earth on the first of July, 1869, the an- 
nouncement might doubtless tend to de- 
range the affairs of the world. But that 
general state of patient expectation, which 
is taught and cultivated by most of our 
Second-Adventists, is not of a kind to in- 
terfere with the regular course of worldly 
affairs, while it is eminently adapted to 
allay the perturbations of the mind, and to 
check the undue desires for worldly gain or 
pleasure. The event will indeed come but 
once, and in its own due time; but the ex- 
pectation of it, the looking for it, is a per- 
petual ordinance for every generation, the 
duty of all time. It isone means by which 
the Lord keeps his church in its proper atti- 
tude,—with its face turned upward. 


Besides this general duty of the church, 
there are duties to particular individuals, 
growing out of special indications of divine 
providence towards them. God gives us 
intimations of his will, not only in his 
Word, but by what happens to us in our 
private affairs. It is the duty, therefore, of 
every Christian to look for the signs of his 
own times, as much as it is the duty of the 
farmer or the mariner to watch the appear- 
ance of the sky, 

A dear child is taken away, a friend is 
snatched from us, our plans of business meet 
some sudden overthrow, our health is im- 
paired, and we are laid aside as useless, or 
we meet some loss of hearing, or of sight. 
Such things are no sign by which others 
may judge us. But they may well be signs 
to ourselves. They may be the methods by 
which God is speaking to us. No event 
can happen to us, out of the ordinary ¢ur- 
rent of affairs, but we should hear the voice 
of God init. It is to usasign from him, 
and we should try to find its meaning. 


In that special field of labor, which it is 
the office of this paper to cultivate, there 
have of late been signs, that God is pre- 
paring and executing some great and glo- 
rious work through this instrumentality. 
The Sunday-school teacher who stands in 
1869 where he did in 1859, must have had 
his eyes and ears strangely closed to what 
was going on around him. When the world 
is moving forward, for one to stand still is 
in truth to go backward. The march of 
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events is plainly calling on every teacher 
to examine his methods, and to see whether 
he is doing all that the present helps have 
put in his power. Mighty agencies for 
good have been called into existence, which 
were not known a generation ago. There 
are manifold signs of a coming harvest. 
The laborer who does not heed them, and 
who does not prepare himself aceordingly 
to put in his sickle, will share but lightly in 
that great harvest-home, where each guest 
shall come bringing his sheaves with him. 


_> > —————_- 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONVENTION. 
CHICAGO, January 15, 1869. 
DEAR BROTHER EDITORS: 


Will you permit me, through your 
columns, to say a few words to the 
readers of The Times, in regard to a Na- 
tional Sunday-School Convention. The 
call has been circulated and numerously 
signed by leading Sunday-school men. The 
date fixed in that call is April 28th, 1869, 
and the place, Newark, New Jersey, as you 
have already stated in your columns. The 
present call is signed by individual Sunday- 
school men, particularly those officially 
eonnected with the State Associations and 
other Sunday-school organizations. It has 
been thought best to act outside of both 
committees, that of 1858 and that of 1868. 
But the first name on the call will be that 
of Mr. George H. Stuart, of the committee 
of 1858. The duty of sending out these calls 
has devolved upon me, as Chairman of the 
Committee of 1868, (appointed at the Inter- 
national Convention of Young Men’s Chris- 
tian Associations, in Detroit, in June last.) 

There will not be so many names on the 
call as desired, because I have not the ad- 
dress of the officers or prominent Sunday- 
school men in many parts of the country. 
I cannot reach any of the officers of the 
Conventions in Massachusetts, Kentucky, 
West Virginia, Kansas, Nebraska, Colo- 
rado, or California, unless they will have 
the kindness to send me their addresses. 
If officers of other State Conventions, or 
prominent Surday-school men are omitted, 
it is for want of their post-office addresses. 

Two or three objections have been 
urged: 1. That the Convention should be 
called by the State conventions. There are 
many objections to this. It would bea her- 
culean task to get the matter before them 
in such a way as to insure action by most of 
them, even. There is no precedent for it. 
I do not believe that any State convention 
was first called by the county conventions. 
Sunday-school workers at the East and 
some at the West are specially anxious that 
it shall meet next spring, so that if it has 
a work to do, it may do it in bringing the 
State conventions into more concerted ac- 
tion during the convention season of next 
year. 

2. It isobjected that it should be a strictly 
delegated convention. This is impractica- 


ble so far as the first convention is concern- 
ed. The one called at Newark is a provi- 
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sional meeting, and will fix the character of 
those that succeed it. 

Of course the first convention is an expe- 
riment. Itis surprising that the sentiment 
is so nearly unanimous among Sunday- 
school men in thecountry. Thereis astrong 
disposition to hold personal preferences in 
abeyance, and meet upon common ground 
and settle upon our future plans of consul- 
tation. 

This convention is in the interest simply 
of the Sunday-school work. So far as I 
know, there is no one that has any ‘ axe to 
grind,’’ no organization or private interest 
to be served. We hope to see all active 
Sunday-school workers, especially the rep- 
resentative men, of each section and move- 
ment, co-operating in this work. In no 
other way can it become truly national. 

I do not know to whom to write in the 
South, but I hope the Sunday-school work- 
ers of all classes there will see that they 
have representatives present. They willbe 
joyfully welcomed. 

EDWARD EGGLESTON. 


ee <r oS” 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


TAKE COPIOUS NOTES, 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR, 


66 ARRANTED to stand without 
hitching”’ is a guarantee frequently 
given of horses which are offered for sale. 
It is supposed to add somewhat to the value 
ofan animal, if his owner knows that he 
will not walk off at the particular moment 
when he is desired to stand still, but be 
ready for use when and where wanted. 
Our thoughts and ideas are, at best, very 
fugitive. Sometimes they walk off without 
giving us any notice of their intention to do 
80, or of where they are going. Sometimes, 
when we think we have them made fast, 
they suddenly evaporate, and leave behind 
them not the faintest trace of what they 
were. Pursue them with the promptness 
and energy with which we would seek a 
runaway horse; but we know not in which 
direction to lead our search for the fugi- 
tives, and they are lost. Then, as a runa- 
way horse sometimes returns when we least 
expect him, and from a direction different 
from that in which we looked, having taken 
a round which we did not anticipate; so 
return the absentees, having been nowhere 
in particular that we can discover, yet often 
crippled and cropped by their erratic and 
flighty journey. 
If it is well to hitch our horse, to keep 
him from running away and breaking 
things, or from quietly walking off and 


“ Jeaving us in the lurch, so it is wise to an- 


chor our ideas, when we have any, to keep 
them from drifting away and leaving us in- 
cogitant. 

To secure the horse, we need hitching- 
post and strap. The post must be strong, 
and firmly set in the ground. The strap 
must be stout, the buckle or catch in good 
order; and it must be carefully made fast 
both to horse and post, or there is no good 
result. 

To secure the ideas, we need a different 
sort of furniture, but it must be good of its 





kind, and carefully applied, or the ideas 
will give us the slip, and be far away before 
we can catch them. 


There are some good people who go to 
their classes only partially fitted for their 
duties, by reason of having very little to 
communicate to the children. They have 
studied, but the study has gone through 
their minds as through a sieve, leaving very 
little behind it. They thought they had 
the lesson in their minds, but it has flown, 
and they know not how to interest the 
children with the results of their study. 

They are as the man who stands on the 
sidewalk lamenting that his horse has gone 
away, and reflecting that, had he only 
hitched the creature to a post, or something, 
he might not have had to mourn his loss. 


The remedy, good teacher, for runaway 
thoughts, is to take copious notes as you 
study. You may pore over commentary, 
dictionary, and question-book by the hour, 
and yet retain very little. You may wade 
through mere mental application to your 
lesson, and consume a given space of time, 
and find at the close that the result is no 
better than that attained by ignorant school- 
boys, who, knowing nothing of their lesson, 
strive to ave:t the descent of the threaten- 
ing rod of the schoolmaster by insisting that 
they did indeed spend six, seven, or eight 
hours, as the case may be, over the unre- 
membered passage. If you have spent a 
month over the lesson, it avails little, unless 
you have chained the fugitive ideas; unless, 
in a word, you have remembered what you 
have studied. : 

Study, then, with pencil and paper in 
hand. Either a blank book, or sheets or 
scraps of paper, which you afterwards fas- 
ten together, or otherwise securely keep. 
The more securely you keep your thoughts, 
the better, if they are worth preserving; 
and every memorandum you make ought 
to be worth saving. Some people make 
notes on the backs of old letters, envelopes, 
and other scraps; but it is wise economy to 
make them on something that is not apt to 
be lost. Some make them on the margins 
of the books they are studying. This is 
slovenly, and is especially annoying to the 
owner of ‘a borrowed book, which the bor- 
rower returns thus defaced. (By the way, 
people who havea habit of indiscriminately 
marking the margins of borrowed books are 
seldom careful or prompt about returning 
them.) Some people have interleaved 
Bibles and question-books. These are good. 
A Bible, interleaved with blank pages, is 
worth your best thoughts and your neatest 
care. In the case of the interleaved ques- 
tion-book, if it is one with such questions 
as ‘‘ What is found in the 15th verse?’’ 
‘¢ What followsin thenext verses?” ‘‘ What 
did he then say?’’—and all that sort of 
empty questioning, the blank pages are apt 
to be very much more valuable than those 
which have the questions printed on them. 
A very good way is, to have a neat portfo- 
lio, specially devoted to your Sunday-school 
studies. Have it before you while you 
study. Take as copious notes as you can, 
either of thoughts suggested by the lesson 
itself, or by something bearing upon it. 


not want to use fora year. 
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Some of the thoughts which strike you may 
be useful fer the present time, while others 
may be laid away for future use, in connec- 
tion with some. other lesson. When a 
thought occurs, jot it down, before it runs 
away. Make it sufficiently legible to be of 
future use; for it may be one that you will 
It can stand 
until wanted, and the keeping of it will 
cost nothing. 

The taking of copious notes does not in- . 
volve the carrying of a lot of loose scraps to 
your class. Thoroughly digest them. Boil 
them down in your mind, and condense 
them into the smallest possible space, and 
the highest possible degree of applicability. 
If you can print them on your memory suf- 
ficiently indelibly to warrant your taking 
no memorandum of them to the class, do so, 
by all means. But there is only about one 
teacher in five hundred who can do that. 
Therefore, if you do find a memorandum 
necessary, let it be small, neat, legible, and 
such as will not keep you wandering over 
it while you are teaching, to get at what 
you want. 

Rightly and carefully taken and used, the 
more copious your notes the better your 
teaching will be. 








For The Sunday-School Times. 


Human Nature in the Sunday-School. 
BY REV. JAMES M. FREEMAN. 


hy eccentric preacher once remarked, in 

his own quaint and homely way, 
‘¢ Human nature is queer stuff, and there’s 
a good deal of it among mankind.’”’ There 
is certainly a good deal of it in the Sunday- 
school, and it behooves all who wish to 
succeed in Sunday-school management to 
take this fact into consideration. In work- 
ing among material things, a wise work- 
man makes an adaptation between means 
and materials, as well as between means 
and ends. The tools which would easily 
make an impression on the soft clay, would 
be of no use in turning wood; nor would 
the instruments which so readily make the 
chips fly frofa wood be of any service in 
fashioning iron or stone. The very best 
mode of treatment for training a dog ora 
bear, might not be the best for a child. The 
child, as a mere animal, may have many 
things in common with dogs or bears, but 
it also has what they have not, a con- 
science; and the development and right 
training of this superior faculty is a part of 
the work of the Sunday-school teacher. 
With a conscience properly educated, the 
soul carries within itself the principles of a 
true life. It does not wait like the trained 
brute for the outward word of command 
from its master, nor is it governed simply 
by brute instincts. The knowledge of right 
and wrong regulates its being. 

Human nature is well worth the study of 
any man who would educate and govern 
himself, but especially of those on whom 
falls the responsibility of educating and go- 
verning others. Its sinful character must 
not be overlooked. Its manifestations in 
this respect are seen even among children. 
Some of them are exceedingly selfish. In 
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Sunday-school they must have the best seat 
in the class, the best library book, the first 
positions in the procession on parade days, 
the largest amount of apples, oranges and 
cakes, when such delicacies are distributed. 
Others are vain of their personal appearance 
or of their fine clothes. They cannot con- 
ceal their dislike of the unfortunate boy or 
girl in the same class, whose clothes, 
though clean and comfortable, are very 
plain and coarse. The lip curls, and the 
head is proudly lifted in disdain. Others 
are very quick-tempered. They take offence 
easily from their fellow scholars or from 
the teacher. Their tempers, like gunpow- 
der, only need a spark to produce an explo- 
sion. The lips pout, the eyes flash, the 
book is hastily closed and perhaps thrown 
aside in anger. 

These are not pleasant statements to make 
concerning children ; but the broad, glaring 
fact of sin, ought never to be concealed 
when we undertake the work of Sunday- 
school instruction. In spite of all that is 
beautiful and attractive in childhood, we 
cannot ignore the fact that human nature 
is sinful. Teachers ought to study the pe- 
culiar temperament and disposition of each 
scholar and manage the case accordingly. 
These manifestations of a fallen nature may 
be alluded to in general terms in the class, 
and in special application privately to each 
individual case. The selfish child, the vain 
child, the self-willed child, the quick-tem- 
pered child, ought to be told of its peculiar 
fault plainly, but privately, and each should 
be urged and encouraged to overcome these 
sinful tendencies. The conscience should 
be wrought upon. ’ 


The difference in the mental activity of 
children ought not to be forgotten. Some 
are dull of comprehension, while others are 
quick to grasp a thought. The latter do 
not of necessity make the best students, for 
sometimes they lose an idea as quickly as 
they get it; while on the other hand, the 
minds which work slowly often make sure 
work as they proceed. Some seem slow 
because they want to understand the sub- 
ject in hand, while others appear quick- 
witted because they glibly recite, parrot- 
like, the words of the book. I think it was 
the celebrated Horne Took, who, when a 
boy, was asked by his teacher the reason 
of a certain mode of construction in parsing. 
He could not tell the reason, and the 
teacher, being foolishly angry, flogged him. 
‘* Now, sir,”’ said the irate pedagogue, when 
the flogging was over, ‘‘go to work and 
learn the rule immediately.’’ ‘‘ Therule!’’ 
said the boy. ‘‘I know the rule already. 
You did not ask me for the rule, but you 
asked me for the reason, ard the reason I 
do not know.’’ The boy was more sensible 
than his teacher. There is a wide differ- 
ence in the mind ofa child between a rule 
and a reason. 


Children seem to be almost instinctively 
good judges of human nature. They soon 
take the dimensions of a new teacher, or a 
new superintendent, and even measuxe the 
strange speaker before he gets half way 
through his address. Some teachers have 
to speak but a word, and the class is in 








order, while the same class require a great 
many words before they will come to order 
at the request of another teacher. Some su- 
perintendents can make a large school quiet 
by a single tap of the bell. It acts like 
magic. Others are compelled to ring the 
bell like a town crier, and to shout at the 
top of the voice, before even half silence is 
obtained. The ehildren know where the 
difference is, 

Human nature in the Sunday-school is 


, not by any means limited to the children, in 


its manifestations. T is a good deal of 
it among officers and teachers. Sometimes 
it is exhibited in a regenerated aspect, all 
endeavoring to obey the apostolic injunc- 
tion, ‘‘ Let each esteem other better than 
themselves.’”’ But once in a while, a little 
unsanctified human nature is developed. 
Somebody feels slighted at not being elected 
to office, or is hurt by the application of 
some stringent rule, and there is a commo- 
tion in the school. But this is delicate 
ground, and perhaps had better not be trod- 
den further. Poor human nature! How 
much need is there of sanctifying grace ! 
a 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


[This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 








Questions. 
How many hours do you consume in stu- 
dying your lesson ? 


At what age should a teacher be consider- 
ed superannuated ? 





Answers. 

[A correspondent answers a query in the 
Question Box in regard to making the li- 
brary a reading-room, by sending his plan 
of conducting the library, by which such a 
place of resort, he thinks, would be unne- 
cessary. We shall present his plan at an- 
other time. His answer to the question is 
below :] 

As to making the library a reading-room, 
a placeof resort for the scholars, &c., I do not 
believe that in any school, either in city or 
country, it would be productive of good. 
The best reading-room for Sabbath-school 
scholars is in the family circle, or in the re- 
tirement of their own rooms, and I am of the 
opinion that any place of resort, other than 
under home influences, even though such 
place be stocked with the religious litera- 
ture of the day, would be productive of very 
little good to the scholars of a Sabbath- 
school. It would seem to be impossible to 
make such a resort a place for quiet read- 
ing and meditation upon the great truths of 
religion, but rather one for profitless con- 
versation. Ina city where there are many 
young people deprived of the refining influ- 
ences of a Christian home, such a plan 
would work well, if anywhere; but there 
the many public libraries and Christian as- 
sociations would seem to render the adop- 
tion of such a plan a needless superfluity. I 
do not doubt that a reading-room to which 
scholars would love to resort might be esta- 








blished, but I do not think that such a 
room could ever take the place of a well 
conducted Sabbath-school library, with its 
judiciously selected books distributed weekly 
among the families of the congregation. 

i 2 a 


To Question on page 18.—It is surely just 
as necessary for a Sabbath-school teacher to 
be acquainted with the peculiar disposition 
of each of his scholars, as it is for a gardener 
to understand the nature and variety of his 
seeds and flowers, that he may suit the soil, 
locality, and mode of culture to their several 
wants. He would be no gardener if he did 
not understand and act upon this first prin- 
ciple of his business. H. 

a 2 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 

A National Baptist Sunday-School 
Convention and Institute.—The American 
Baptist Publication Society are arranging 
to hold a grand National Sunday-School 
Meeting in connection with their Anniver- 
sary next May—(not in Cincinnati, as has 
been reported in some journals—but ata 
place yet to be determined upon). The 
Committee ask for suggestions as to subjects 
of primary importance to be brought up for 
consideration, and ask for any and every 
aid from Sabbath-school men and women 
interested, that will tend to make the 
gathering result in the highest possible 
good tothe Sabbath-school cause. Address 
B. Griffith, Secretary, 530 Arch Street, Phi- 
ladelphia. The following named gentlemen 
compose the Committee of Arrangements: 


G. A. PELTZ, Chairman, Phila. 
B. Griffith, Secretary, do. 
J. H. CASTLe, do. 
ROBERT Lowry, New York. 
C. R. BLACKALL, Illinois. 
GEORGE C. Connor, Georgia. 
C. C. Brrrine, Virginia. 








The Philadelphia Sunday-School Insti- 
tute began its sessions on Sunday evening, 
the 17th inst. The opening meeting was 
crowded. The Rev. T. De Witt Talmage 
preached the sermon, from the text, ‘‘ And 
Jonathan gave his artillery unto his lad,’”’— 
1 Sam. 20: 40. It was a fresh, glowing dis- 
course, full of practical bearing upon the 
general cause and the work specifically be- 
fore the Institute. The sessions continue 
during four days, afternoons and evenings. 





Allen Street Presbyterian Church, New 
York City.—We held the 21st anniversary 
of our Sunday-School Missionary Society 
—Allen Street, Presbyterian—the last Sab- 
bath in December. We hada full house and 
a delightfultime. Rev. Dr. John Hall, and 
“our own missionary,’’ Rev. L. M. Hunt, 
from Saginaw, Michigan, were the speakers. 
Our receipts for the year were about $1,875; 
about $850 larger than for any previous year. 
A class of little girls are ‘‘ excelsior’’ for the 
year, they having contributed $201 of this 
amount ; they raised about $150 by a ‘‘ fair.’’ 
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A class of boys who were ‘excelsior’’ last 
year in friendly strife with the girls’ class, 
gave a stereopticon exhibition, and con- 
tributed about $160 for the year. 

Among other appropriations were the fol- 
lowing : $1,200 for the support of a mission- 
ary, faithful and devoted, who spends all 
his time laboring in connection with our 
own church and Sabbath-school, ‘‘ Ludlow 
Street jail,’ &c. ; $250 to American Sunday- 
School Union, for partial support of ‘‘ our 
missionary’ in Saginaw Valley, Michigan, 
Rev. L. M. Hunt; $75 to our own Sunday- 
school; $60 to American Sunday-School 
Union, for libraries to be given South and 
West; $50 to Home Missions of the New 
School Presbyterian church. 

Brother Hunt is with us; last week he 
preached every evening, except Saturday 
evening, and this week the meetings are 
continued, and will be held every evening, 
except Saturday, preaching, or prayer and 
conference meeting—full meetings. Men, 
women and Sabbath-school scholars are 
anxious, are seeking and finding Jesus as 
their precious Saviour. a P...T 





Hudson County, New Jersey.—This 
county is noted for the thoroughness of its 
missionary work, the amount of district vi- 
sitation, the union and sympathy of the 
laborers, the number of Associations, and 
the frequency and interest of their meet- 
ings. Butin the cultivation ofthe “ giving”’ 
grace, the amount and generality of its 
contributions for benevolent and mission- 
ary purposes, it has a remarkable record, 
exceeding that of any other county in the 
State. Its contributions are given to the 
destitute. portions of their own county not 
only, but to other localities far and near. 
The South and West, China, and other 
foreign fields have received their aid. One 
school sustains, in part, a colored minister 
in Virginia. To one school last year, 77 
scholars were added by faithful neighbor- 
hood visitation ; to another, 50scholars, D. 
M. Stiger, of Jersey City, is Sunday-school 
Secretary for this county. 





Extraordinary Attendance.—TZhe South 
Mission, St. Louts.—Items have appeared 
in the religious press referring to the extra- 
ordinary attendance upon our mission- 
school. I send you a report of the average 
attendance during the year, as taken from 
the Secretary’s Record Book. [This list 
shows an attendance of over 1,300 on 15 
Sabbaths of the year, of 1,000, and over, on 38 
Sabbaths. The smallest attendance was 
July 19th, a very stormy day; the largest on 
December 20th, 2,133. The average attend- 
ance for 52 Sundays was 1,140.] The school 
is located at the north-east corner of Ninth 
and Marion streets. William Downing is 
superintendent. 

You will be pleased to learn that a church 
was organized at our mission in October 
last, and worships in the Mission-School 
Building. It has recently been named the 
“Grace Presbyterian Church.’”’ The Rev. 
Ed. P. Cowan is the stated supply and act- 
ing pastor. It commenced with about 40 
members, mostly from the Second Presby- 





terian church of this city, and the Caronde- 
let Presbyterian church. Several have been 
received into the church on profession, and 
the present number of communicants is 
upwards of fifty. The prospects of this 
church, we think, are very encouraging. 

8. 8. 





Brooklyn, New ‘York.—The January 
meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday-School 
Union was held in the new room of the Be- 
thel Mission, January llth. The evening 
was very stormy, which made the attend- 
ance small. 8. L. Parsons presided; George 
A. Bell spoke of the Bethel Mission-school, 
which, since they entered their new build- 
ing, had increased from 800 to 650 scholars. 
They have acorps of good, faithful teachers, 
earnest for the salvation of their scholars. 
Their teachers’ meetings are well sustained, 
very few being absent. Weekly entertain- 
ments are given to the working-classes. 
Their reading-room is well patronized. The 
only reward they give to the scholar is for 
four weeks’ punctuality—in the shape of a 
ticket to the weekly entertainments. 

Rev. Mr. Hyde, of the Church of Atone- 
ment, said that he was not in favor of re- 
wards for gathering in scholars. We should 
hold it up as a duty the scholars owe to 
God, to work for his kingdom. Messrs. 
Randolph and Dorrance spoke, the former 
giving some unpleasant experience concern- 
ing the prize system. 

B. F. Jacobs, of Chicago, told of the plan 
followed by the people of the North-west, 
in studying every Sunday the same lesson 
in all the schools. Thus 40,000 teachers and 
250,000 scholars had one and the same lesson 
each Sunday. As tothe prize system, the 
speaker thought all the points of it had not 
been brought out, and that care should be 
taken, lest the system should be denounced 
instead of the improper administration of it. 
Mr. Bell suggested that the Brooklyn Union 
could not do a better thing this winter than 
to arrange for the studying of one and the 
same lesson by all the school. 

A choir, composed of the young ladies of 
the Bible-classes, under the leadership of 
Mr. Robbins, gave us some excellent music. 
A visit to this school will repay any stran- 
ger or friend of the cause. J.R. M. 





Cold Spring, N. Y¥.—Revival.—The Pres- 
byterian Sabbath-school at Cold Spring, 
N. Y., is being visited by God’s blessing. 
The cry from teachers and schoolars is, 
‘‘What shall Ido to be saved?’ Already 
some have come out on the Lord’s side. 
The week of prayer, just closed with a Sab- 
bath-school meeting, has revived a new life 
in the teachers and superintendent. May 
the good work go on until all have found 
peace in our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ! 

W. 





Large Increase.—The statistics of the 
Methodist Episcopal church, for the past 
year, show an increase of Sabbath-schools 
of 1,296; of officers and teachers, 12,759; of 
scholars, 101,269° 





The Cincinnati Bethel Sunday-school had 
an attendance of 1,900 on a recent Sabbath. 





The First Sabbath-School in New Jer- 
sey.—It is believed that the first Sabbath- 
school in the State of New Jersey was esta- 
blished about sixty years ago, in Paterson, 
by a Christian young lady. It is still a vi- 
gorous and flourishing school, attached to 
the First Presbyterian church, Dr. Horn- 
blower’s. New Jersey now has in the 
neighborhood of 1,550 Sabbath-schools, with 
22,000 teachers and 133,000 scholars. 
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LESSON No. 5. 
(For Sunday, January 31, 1869.) 
Seeking Signs—The Sign of Jonah. 


MATT. 16: 1-12. MARK 8: 10-21. 

















[CoRRECTION.—In the note on Broken meat, in 
verse 37 of Lesson No. 4, the original Greek which 
was made toread “ pieces which Christ had broken,” 
referred not to the original pieces, but to the col- 
lected fragments.] 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 1. Pharisees; Mark omits Sadducees, but 
adds in the Lord’s reproof, the leaven of Herod. It 
was probably another (or partly the same, Mark 7: 1) 
deputation from theSanhedrim at Jerusalem; com- 
posed of the priestly and superstitious Pharisees, 
the sceptical and intellectual Sadducees, and the 
corrupt and time-serving Herodian courtiers. Or 
the first two may have simply been acting in con- 
cert with Herod. Each party was opposed to the 
others, but all were united now against Jesus. 
Formalism, Atheism, Erastianism—a devil’s tri- 
pod, certainly. Came (forth); from Tiberias pro- 
bably, or Capernaum; either place was near; and 
the news of Christ’s landing could soon be carried 
by spies on the look-out forhim. From the nature 
of the sea, a vessel could hardly be unnoticed at 
any point upon it, as the hills around it thoroughly 
commanded the view of the surface, There is no 
evidence that Jesus sought to escape them, or that 
his landing was in the night. He doubtless came 
over, again and finally to meet and confound them. 
Tempting; trying, putting him to proof as to his 
Messiahship; yet. it was a temptation indeed. 
Desired, demanded as a condition of their belief. 
Show ; to their sight, exhibit. Sign from heaven; the 
third demand of this kind; (1.) John 2: 18; (2.) Matt. 
12: 38, and now; it was regarded as more difficult, and 
indicative of power from heaven. If Jesus wrought 
by the power of Satan, whose sphere was the lower 
regions, they fancied that this kind of a sign would 
be beyond his power? 80, also, if he wrought by 
magic, or by natural agencies. Perhaps, too, they 
urged the evidence which is spoken of in Joel, 2: 
30, 31, as attending the outpouring of the Spirit, and 
preceding the coming of the Lord,—*I will show 
wonders in the heavens,” &c., which, indeed, was 
literally fulfilled at the Crucifixion and at Pente- 
cost. Of signs from heaven, we have in the Old Tes- 
tament, The Plagues of Hail, Ex. 9: 23; Darkness, 
Ex. 10: 28; The Pillar, Ex. 13: 21; The Lord on 
Sinai; The Glory over the Tabernacle, Numb. 16: 
42; The Sun and Moon Stayed, Josh. 10: 12; The 
Dial of Ahaz; Samuel brings thunder and rain in 
wheat harvest, 1 Sam. 12: 18; Elijah’s Sacrifice on 
Mount Carmel, 1 Kings 18: 38. In the New Testa- 
ment, The Star and Glory at the Nativity, Matt. 2: 
2; Luke 2: 9; The Bright Cloud and Voice at 
Christ’s Baptism, Matt. 17: 5; The Transfiguration, 
Luke 9: 84; The Darkness at the Crucifixion, Mark 
15: 28; Pentecost, Acts 2: 2; Saul’s Conversion, 
Acts 9: 8 This Sanhedrim committee doubtless 
knew that Jesus would give them no such sign, 
and hoped thus to have some plausible grounds for 
declaring his claims false. 
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2. Answered. Mark says, He sighed deeply in his 
spirit, over their perversity; or struggling in soul 
against the temptation. Said, only words of reason- 
ing and rebuke, although these wicked persecutors 
deserved devouring fire as the fittest “sign from 
heaven.” Godlike forbearance, worthy our imita- 
tion! Fair weather, Gréek, Eudia, from Eu, well, 
Zeus, Dios, Jupiter, lord of the air and heavens; the 
word might have suggested to them the heathenism 
of making celestial signs alone the test of the Mes- 
siahship, since their God Jehovah was creator of 
heavens and earth, “the God of heaven which hath 
made the sea and dry land.” Jonah, 1: 9. 


3. Foul weather, a storm; Greek, cheimon, winter 
The rains commence in Palestine in the latter 
part of October, and continue until the close of 
March. “ They come mostly from the west or south- 
west, continuing for two or three days ata time, 
falling especially during the nights. Then the wind 
chops around to the north or east, and several days 
of fine weather succeed. During the months of 
November and December, the rains continue to fall 
heavily ; afterwards they return only at longer in- 
tervals, and are less heavy, but at no period during 
the winter dothey entirely cease to occur.”—Robin- 
son. During this period, the sky would of course 
often be consulted in order to determine the weather, 
The sun setting red in the west would indicate no 
clouds in the usual quarter, at the usual time for 
expecting rain; and a sky red and cloudy in the 
morning would be the sure promise of a storm. 
Usually there is no rain from the close of the spring 
showers until fall, the sky being serene; at this 
period the Sirocco, south wind, occurs. See Luke, 
12: 54,55. Weather-signs of course vary with loca- 
tion; but these seem to be quite universal, and 
everybody has heard them expressed in the couplet: 


“Red sky at night, is the sailor’s delight; 
Red in the morning, the sailors take warning.” 


O, hypocrites ! read the Lord’s definition, Mark, 7: 
6. Skilled in externals only; ye can read the fleet- 
ing and varying tokens upon the outer face of the 
heavens of God, but the heart of the God of heaven 
ye do not know; ye read only with eyes, not with 
heart, therefore are hypocrites. Discern; judge of, 
distinguish between signs; distinguish between the 
same sign—a red sky under different circumstances; 
distinguish the presence or absence of very im- 
portant accompaniments, as sky simply glowing 
red, and a lowering, frowning red sky. Times; eras, 
periods, The miracles suiting this period are not of 
the same character as those befitting other eras; 
ean you not discriminate, and allot to itasign ap- 
propriate ? 


4. Adulterous, figurative; departing from love and 
allegiance to God. Israelis spoken of as committing 
adultery with idols, Jer, 8: 9; Ezek., 28: 37. The 
signs from heaven, especially, (see above) wrought 
by Moses against Egypt; showed in the wilderness 
to the Israelites; wrought by Samuel when God was 
rejected from being king, and Saul chosen; and by 
Elijah on Carmel, were notably before genera- 
tions, and under circumstances which merit this 
same reproach of adulterous. Seeketh, demands, 
No sign given, to its demand, norsuchas it demands, 
There were proofs enough ef his Divinity—his life, 
his teachings, his beneficent miracles; but they 
were such as accorded with the character and mis- 
sion of Jesus, “on earth, peace; good will toward 
men,” Since they would not have God’s appointed 
and sufficient signs, they truly had no signs. But 
the sign of Jonas [shall be given]. To the first demand 
for a sign, John, 2: 19, Jesus said: ‘ Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” To 
the second, Matt., 12: 39, he answers as here, but ex- 
plains more freely, id.: verse 40. The great sign to 
be given to the Jews, and to all men, was the stay of 
Jesus in the grave, and his issuing thence upon the 
third day. This was typified, or at least signified, by 
the coming forth of Jonah from the whale’s belly 
to witness to the Ninevites, The sailors had cast 
him overboard, had perhaps seen him devoured, as 
they thought, by the great fish (shark), and could 
add their testimony to his own stery of remark- 
able deliverance. He came forth from the belly 
of the shark to testify to the Gentile Ninevites. 
The likeness between the prophet and the Messiah 
is confined to the above particular. Jonah fled 


from his mission, Christ freely came to his; Jonah 
was cast out by reluctant Gentiles, Christ by re- 
joicing countrymen; 


Jonah was urged in his 











preaching by fear of Jehovah’s wrath; Christ by 
love of men; Jonah moved by prejudice against 
Gentiles, and hatred and dread of a nation danger- 
ous to his country, saw with regret Nineveh re- 
pentantand spared; Christ was not willing that any 
should perish, but that all should come to repent- 
ance, and announced joy inheaven over the peni- 
tent. Jonah sat selfishly under the shadow of his 
gourd, wrapped in his own enjoyment; Christ had 
not where to lay his head, but was driven into the 
solitudes of Lebanon and of Hermon, and, like a 
bird. on the wing, flitted in his fishing-boat across 
Lake Gennesereth from plain to mountain along 
its shore waiting for the hour to come when he 
should give himself up forus all. The Ninevites 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and were 
spared; the Jews rejected the risen, as they had 
crucified the suffering, Messiah, and their ‘Shouse 
was made desolate. How manifest is the distin- 
guishing love of Him who is fullof grace and truth! 
And he left them; with these solemn words; yet 
they were not hopeless, for they had promise of the 
Resurrection and the Life, whose sign should be 
even to them. There was no effort to hinder his 
departure; if officers of the Sanhedrim, or soldiers 
of Herod, were there toarrest him, their hands were 
stayed, for his time was not yet come. The com- 
pany stood upon the beach watching the boat 
speeding toward the northeastern shore, bearing 
with it the rejected Jesus. Solemn moment! Will 
hecomeagain? Were they clamorous with chagrin 
and anger; or mute with reproachings of the still 
small voice, as they separated to their homes? Did 
he ever come to them again? Let the very doubt 
urge us all to shun so sad an ending. 

&. Now follows the application of the above to 
the disciples. Other side; and had tied up the ship, 
ready to take out their provision-baskets and other 
baggage needed for their journeys. They now ob- 
serve that they had jforgotien to take bread. One 
object of the trip across may have been to secure 
supplies; this had been neglected in the excitement 
of the interview with the delegation, and in the 
hasty departure; their seven baskets of fragments 
were exhausted; they had only one loaf in the ship. 


6. Take heed. Doubtless our Lord observed this 
as they were disembarking, heard their desponding 
remarks concerning their destitution, and uttered 
his warning against the doctrine of the Pharisees 
and Sadducees. Leaven; so called because false 
doctrine goes through and through the whole 
character and life. (He left them to think before 
explaining. 

7. They reasoned. They perceived the eccasion of 
the remark, but utterly failed of its true applica- 
tion. “Since we have no bread, our Lord wants us 
to shun any prepared, and so made unclean, by 
those hypocrites across the Lake, Does He mean 
to establish a caste, as between us his disciples, and 
them? May we not get even leaven from them for 
preparing our food?” Such was probably the drift 
of their thoughts. 

8. Of little faith. These first words give the clue to 
our Lord’s meaning. The disciples’ despondency 
over their scant store; their fear that they should 
not obtain their “daily bread,” were the objects of 
this rebuke. They saw only with the outward eye, 
not with the eye of faith; they were looking at ex- 
ternal circumstances alone, forgetting the provi- 
dence of God; they were reading the face of the 
sky, not the heart of Him whose love and power 
had fed a multitude; and this was the “hypocrisy” 
of the Pharisees, the result of the leaven of which 
He bade them take heed. 

9, 10, 11. Compare Mark, 8: 18; Matt., 13: 18. 
Searching questions, let us put them to ourselves, 
They make plain the Lord’s rebuke as againsta 
superficial, mere external and formal use of mind, 
heart, eyes and ears in regard to religion and the 
Messiah. The offence of the apostles was aggra- 
vated by their attempt to account for Christ’s words, 
which savored yet more strongly of the condemned 
“leaven.” 

12. Then understood they, yet He had told them 
only what he did not mean; they made their own 
application. How Christ’s searching words quick- 
ened their spiritual understanding! 


ANALYSIS. 
I. THE SIGN SEEKERS. 


Facts.—The Pharisees, Sadducees, and Herodians 
unite; came forth; in order to tempt Christ; de- 








manded a sign from heaven; were rebuked; re- 
ceived no sign; were left. 

Thoughts.—The fellowship of sinners is a confede- 
racy against Christ. “Unto their assembly, mine 
honor, be not thou united,’—Gen., 49: 6 Many 
of you are waiting for more light, clearer evidence, 
deeper convictions,, purer hearts, and holier ways 
before accepting and confessing Christ. Leave 
“sign-seekers!”” Come just as you are, and just 
now. .... God who is the offended Father, rightly 
makes the conditions of peace; what presumption 
and folly for the condemned sinner to demand 
conditions!.... He who will not be saved on 
Christ’s terms, shall have no terms. .... Jesus the 
Messiah stands before you, only unseen, because 
you are spiritually blind... . . Christ in the person 
of minister or teacher, touches our shores, gives us 
words of faithful, loving rebuke, and leaves again. 
. +++ When Christ indeed leaves, all is gone, for 
He is all in all,.... Jesus departs from his op- 
posers, but abides with his friends; ‘“‘ Lo, I am with 
you always!” .... Beware of the sinof Jannes 
and Jambres, See 2Tim., 3: 8. 


II. THE GREAT SI@n. 


Facts.—Christ shall die and rise again; this the 
great sign to men; its likeness to the sign of Jonah. 

Thoughts.—The Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
is the standing and sufficient proof of Christ’s Mes- 
sianic character. .... “Greater love hath no man 
than this, that a man lay down his life for his 
friends,”—John, 15: 13.....The best proof of a 
loving Saviour is a life spent and sacrificed in seek- 
ing and saving the lost..... Do you reject this 
witness? Then neither signs from heaven nor from 
hell would convince; you,—Luke 16: 30, 31..... 
Compare the ministry of Jonah and that of Christ; 
see Exposition. No wonder that the Ninevites shall 
rise up in judgment !—Matt. 12: 41..... Blessed is 
Thomas, but more blessed they who having not seen, 
yet have believed! .... Our one great theme: The 
Cross and the Sepulchre! O, “Teacher of babes” 
tell them “the old, old story!” 


IlI, THE SIGNS OF THE LEAVEN. 

Facts.—The disciples forgot to bring bread; only 
one loaf left; mourn their destitution; are warned 
of the leayen, &c.; misunderstand; are rebuked; 
interrogated; enlightened. 

Thoughts.—He who forgets God in his temporal 
reckonings, has in him the leaven of the Pharisees. 
.... Trust Gop, and his Promises will be fulfilled | 
in his providence, .... Let the thought of past 
mercies give confidence for future provision..... 
You who profess to trust in Christ, what leaven is 
that which works doubt in your heart?.... For- 
getfulness is sin. ‘‘ Remember thy Creator!” .... 
Signs of the evil leaven: Doubt, Distrust, Forgetful- 
ness of God’s works. Yea, driving out remem- 
brance of God himself before the consuming cares 
of the world. .... Only one loaf in that company 
of faithful disciples, but they had the Bread of 
Life!” , 


“Judge not the Lord by feeble sense, . 
But trust Him for his grace.”—Cowper. 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Old Testament Reading Lesson: Jonah, chapters 
1,2,3. E.g. of inefficiency of signs to the spiritually 
blind: Pharaoh; the Israelites; Jezebel after Eli- 
jah’s sacrifice ; Dives and Abraham, Luke, 16: 19, seg. 
E. g. of faith in the uplifted cross, Moses and the 
brazen serpent,—Numb,, 21, 


BLACKBOARD. 
Picture. The uplifted brazen serpent, 
Texts: 1 Thess., 4: 14; Mark, 8: 18, 





‘6 We believe 
that 
JESUS DIED 
and 
Rose again.” 


“ Do ye not remember ?” 











In the first text, “we believe” may be written 
with blue crayon, “Jesus died,” in red,and “rose 
again” in green. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 





Parable of the Lilies.—This is an exqui- 
site steel-plate engraving, representing our 
Saviour surrounded by his disciples, while 
he discourses to them, and teaches one of 
his inimitable lessons conveyed in the beau- 
tiful parable of the lilies ofthe field. A cluster 
of lilies by a water-course, is shown in the 
foreground, and the Divine Teacher, point- 
ing toward them, says, ‘‘ Solomon, in all 
his glory, was not arrayed like one of 
these.’’? Size, 114 by 15$ inches; price, $2. 
We will mail a copy of this gem of an en- 
graving to any one of our readers who will 
send us three new subscribers to The Times, 
with the name and post-office address of 
each one. 

Two Valuable Books.—We have publish- 
ed, in neat and uniform style, two volumes, 
entitled, ‘‘Zife-Scenes from the Four Gos- 
pels,” and ‘‘ Life-Scenes from the Old Tes- 
tament,’”? each of them illustrated with 
maps and some twenty-five engravings. 
They are two of the best and most instruc- 
tive books that have yet been issued. Su- 
perintendents and teachers should see to it 
if they are not able to possess these books as 
their personal property, that a copy of each 
volume is to be found in the library of the 
school, Price per volume, $2. 


+<~+> 
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For The Sunday-School Times, 


BARBARA ST. JOHN. 


BY THE AUTHOR OF “ISA GREAME’S WORLD.” 











CHAPTER XXXI. 


“God gives us love. Something to love 
He lends us; but, when love is grown 

To ripeness, that on which it throve 
Falls off, and love is left alone.” 


ITTLE DELL” was slowly fading— 

so slowly that her friends and attend- 
ants did not note the gradual change. She 
did not feel any alarm herself; she suffered 
very little ; only, little exertions which she 
made without much fatigue yesterday, wea- 
ried her sadly to-day, and would have te be 
quite given up to-morrow; but the spring 
would soon be here, and strength would 
come back with the summer-breeze, and 
color with the roses. 

In the early fall they had laid their little 
Ritchie in a cold, narrow bed, hidden with 
mosses and flowers—their ‘‘first seed in 
God’s acre sown,’’ and God only knew how 
much of the frail young mother’s. heart had 
been buried in that narrow grave. 

Her married life had not been a realiza- 
tion of her bright, girlish dreams. For a 
few months she held her throne “a petted 
queen on sufferance ;’’ but this gay, silken 
thread was foreign to the strong web and 
woof of Mr. Mosely’s life, it tinted and or- 
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namented the border, but made no essential 
part of the fabric; and as the novelty wore 
off, it showed less and less in the pattern,— 
sometimes forgotten altogether, and then, 
with half-conscious remorse, thrown into 
fitful, showy relief. It was not altogether 
his fault or hers. God had made them very 
far apart. 

He was scaling the heights of political 
eminence, and his word was becoming a 
power in the councils of the nation, his con- 
stituents were proud of him and reposed 
their interests confidently in his hand, 
while he labored for their good and devised 
grand and lofty schemes. This was his 
world, where he lived and moved. Outside 
of this was alittle, pleasant enclosure, which 
he called home, where, in rare, sunny days, 
he sported with Dell and the child. 

Once, they had not been long married 
then, he had finished an address upon a 
question which was agitating the hearts of 
American men and women all over the 
land—an address which he hoped would 
sway the great national heart as one man’s, 
and control the approaching ballot; and his 
soul cried for sympathy, for applause dearer 
than the shouts and cheers of the gaping 
crowd. His wife sat in a low rocker near 
his table, sewing. 

“‘T am going to read my speech to you, 
Dell,’’ he said, h y, ‘‘I want some one 
to help me appreciate it.”’ 

It was an eloquent appeal, finely and for- 
cibly rendered, a noble effort, which would 
have brought a different woman to his side, 
before he had finished, with eyes kindling 
with proud exultation ; Dell, before he was 
half through, had wandered back to her 
narrower world, and become so sleepily ab- 
sorbed that she did not notice when he 
paused. It was an effort to ash, 

‘* How do you like it?” 

‘*Oh,’’ she said, looking up with a stare, 
‘it is very nice!”’ 

Mr. Mosely gathered up the sheets, and 
put them away without another word. 
He was more lonely that night, in that 
pleasant room, with all its cheerful appoint- 
ments, and the pretty lady presiding over 
it, than he had ever been in all his bachelor 
days. 

Yet the distance between them need not 
have been so great as it was, if he had been 
the man to put forth constant, patient effort; 
it was true Dell could never have kept close 
at his side, and cheered him onward, but 
she might have crept along in the hedge- 
rows, and among the flowers which border- 
ed his way, and he could have kept her in 
sight with a word and asmile; better this 
than a separate existence. 


In her half undefined disappointment, 
Dell had found her Saviour dearer, and had 
clung closer to him. And when the child 
came, it filled the gap in their home, and 
made a new tie between husband and wife. 
Dell was happy now. What if her husband 
still sat through the long evening, buried 
in newspapers or manuscripts, or was absent 
upon business in which she felt no interest? 
She clasped her boy and talked lovingly to 
him, and watched with delight his sweet 
baby ways, and prayed fervently that God 





would lead him te-hisown right hand, for 
how could she? And God heard and an- 
swered that prayer, by removing him, while 
his heart was pure as his baby-robes.; these 
were 
“ Curtains of snow o’er the deep; thoughtful eyes, 
Stirred not by pet name or tear; 
Little head safe from earth’s sinning and sighs, 
Just beyond need of her prayer; 
Tiny feet never to loiter or haste, 
In seeking an earthly crown ; 
Dear little form, laid out of their reach, 
Under the violets down.” 


Mr. Mosely put aside his own great sor- 
row, and tenderly soothed and comforted 
the young mother, who seemed for a time 
utterly prostrated by the blow. She was 
not rebellious. Even in the bitterest mo- 
ment she did not doubt her Father’s good- 
ness, but her home was so Jonely without 
him, and her heart ‘cried when her eyes 
were dry. 

If they could have talked together in 
Christian sympathy of the bright home 
to which he had gone, where they might 
both follow him, #t would have lightened 
half her burden. The husband, so tender 
and thoughtful, had grown far dearer in 
this mutual sorrow, and the thought of his 
eternal danger was almost agony, but when 
she would have spoken to him of it, and 
besought him to seek Christ, her lips were 
sealed with the timid consciousness of her 
own weakness. How could she teach him? 

They travelled for a few weeks, and Dell 
appeared to rally and gain strength, but set- 
tled again at home, where the echoes of her 
child’s voice still lingered in the mother’s 
ears, sometimes almost drowning the mur- 
murs of her prayers, she drooped like a 
chilled flower. 

‘*She was not ill,’’ they said, ‘‘ only weak 
and delicate,”’ and no one thought of danger. 
She was the first to read it in her physi- 
cian’s face. 

‘*T am not so strong as I was last week,” 
she said to him one day. 

“No,” he said, reluctantly. 

‘“‘And my cough is more troublesome; 
and I do not rest at night as well as I 
did.”’ 

The kind doctor was at a loss for a reply. 
It seemed cruel to hold out a false hope. 
The large, blue eyes, so unnaturally bright, 
never left his face. ' 

“Tell me the truth, doctor,” she said, in 
a faint whisper. ‘‘I would much rather 
know it.’’ 

He hesitated, but she would not be put 
off, and he told her as gently as possible 
that a few short weeks would be all. She 
closed her eyes and turned away her head. 

‘* Now let me be quite alone,’’ she whis- 
pered; ‘‘ do not let any one comein, And, 
doctor, you must tell him,—before he comes 
up here; he will be back in an hour or 
two.” 

God only knew what passed in that still 
hour. He fulfilled his precious promises,— 
to them that had no might he increased 
strength ; what she asked, she received ; he 
sent the Holy Comforter to abide with her; 
and the Angel of the Covenant encamped 
about her bed. 

A heavy step mounted the stairs and her 





46 





THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 








husband entered; his face was paler than 
hers, and when.she whispered:a kind greet- 
ing, he only buried ‘his face in the pillow 
and groaned aloud. -Moving .a little, she 
laid her small, thin hand upon his cheek, 
and in faint, tremulous.tones prayed forthem 
both. God had-loosened her tongue now— 
the almost-angel could be no longer-a bash- 
ful child. ! 

The husband heard in strange awe, and 
afterwards she talked calmly of the heaven 
to which she was going, where he must join 
her, 

‘“*T shall not suffer much, I know, even 
at the last.’’ she said, ‘‘ God has been always 
so good to me.”’ 

Mr. Mosely had been for many years a 
cold skeptic, but he felt that it was some- 
thing more than ‘a pretty fancy,’’ which 
could make this frail woman timid even to 
childishness, afraid of a spider, and almost 
fainting at a sudden alarm, look forward 
unfalteringly to meeting death and crossing 
the dark river, from which his manhood 
shrank -back appalled; who could never 
summon courage to go anywhere unattend- 
ed, now to go down alone to the dark grave. 
Ah, there he was wrong,—-net even the 
Christian could go calmly alone there,—it 
is only in leaning upon Jesus that the:grave 
loses its victory, and death its sting! 

He seldom left her bedside, and in those 
few weeks his heart lived more than in the 
almost forty years before. He tended her 
dying couch with a mother’s thoughtful 
tenderness’; his affection for her was almost 
more that of the parent than of the husband 
—it had been so always with all who had 
loved our little Dell. He read to her, and 
prayed with her,—at first, because she would 
have him, she would not be denied; but 
afterwards, because in repentance and faith 
it was the deep breathings of his own heart. 
At the dying couch of his ‘‘ child-wife,”’ 
where his all of earth was passing away, the 
strong, proud’man learned faith in the holy 
Nazarene, and in the humanity which he 
called ‘‘brother.’”?” How happy she was 
now! 

She had expressed a wish to see Kathe- 
rine Stuart, and Mr. Mosely sent for her; 
it was almost a privilege to visit the little 
chamber which seemed so near heaven. 

‘*Do you remember, Katherine,’’ she 
said, once, ‘‘it was Samson, wasn’t it, who 
did a greater work at his death than in all 
his life? You would not think I was like 
Samson,’’ she said, with a smile, looking at 
the little, thin hands, ‘‘but I was just 
thinking about it. You know how much 
dear Mrs. Derwent used to say about our 
each having a ‘ life-work ;’ but I never did 
anything—and sometimes I have cried over 
it, and wondered if God ever did have a 
child, who could do nothing but love him,” 
She paused a moment to rest, and then went 
on: ‘But mine was to be a death-work, I 
know it all now. I used to read sometimes 
of wives winning their husbands to Christ, 
and I wondered how they did it,—I have 
thought and prayed over it so much since 
baby died; but the husbands were not like 
mine, and the wives were not like me,—if 
I had lived to be an old woman, I dare say 





I should not have drawn him one step 
nearer heaven. I am not like you, or Ma- 
bel, or Barbie—I never was clever, even at 
school, you know; but my death has done 
what my ‘life could not do, and I am so glad 
to die for that.” 

‘She had a strange way of speaking of het 
death, as something already past; its bit- 
terness was. 

‘Philip will do so much for Christ; he 
is so noble and gifted,’’ she said, proudly, 
“I like to think sometimes that I shall be 
working a little through him, it is not 
wrong, is it, Katherine ?”’ 

‘No, dear,’’ said Katherine, with a kiss, 
“for ‘the believing wife has saved the 
husband,’ and so her works shall follow 
through all time, and make stars to glisten 
in her heavenly ‘crown.” 

After.a long pause, she said, hesitatingly, 

‘There is one question I want to ask you 
—do you think we shall be wiser in heaven 
—no, I know that,—that is not just what I 
mean,” and she paused a moment, ‘but 
will our capacities be more alike there? I 
should so like to feel more at home with 
my husband,’’ and the blue eyes filled with 
tears, ‘‘ to feel that we could be companions 
for each other there ; we do love each{other 
—only we are so unlike.”’ 

Katherine pressed the little hands gently, 
and reminded her that itywas perfect happi- 
ness there ; and she was Satisfied. She was 
able to talk with them to the last; and death 
came so gently that they scarcely realized 
that earth had closed,—they only felt that 
heaven had opened. 

And ‘‘ little Dell’s work’’ was done. 


BOOKS. 


REVIVAL LECTURES. By Rev. Charles G. Finney, 
late President of Oberlin College. Oberlin, Ohio: 4. J. 
Goodrich. This book was first published more than 
thirty years ago, and many thousands of copies 
were sold in this country and in Europe—over 80,000 
copies having been sold in Europe alone. Through 
mistake, the plates were melted up and the work 
has been out of print here for years. The author 
has now revised, and re-written portions of it, and 
it is again sent on its gospel errand to the churches, 
It consists of a series of familiar prayer-meeting 
discourses, over twenty in number, on the whole 
subject of revivals,—what a revival of religion is, 
when to be expected, how promoted, how hindered, 
prayer, prayer-meetings, how to win souls, to deal 
with anxious inquirers and others, how to preach, 
instructions to converts, plain words with back- 
sliders, etc. Surely the church in these times may 
find occasion for the instructions and directions of 
a work like this. It will fill a want in almost every 
Christian community. 


THE Empry Cris: A Memorial of Little Georgie. 
By Rev. Theodore L. Cuyler. New York: Robert 
Carter & Brothers. Those who have loved and lost 
little ones will find in this touching memorial many 
a rich spring of consolation. ‘ Georgie” was one of 
the twin children of the author, a sweet, golden- 
haired boy of nearly five summers. The father’s 
heart has treasured many of his winsome words and 
ways in this little book, which is offered in so pub- 
lica form that he might comfort others with the 
comfort wherewith he himself is comforted of God. 
From the numerous letters of condolence received, 
some very precious ones are printed,-Newman 
Hall’s and Ray Palmer’s among them,—but none is 
richer or sweeter than that of the Indian writer, 
which we have taken the liberty to quote elsewhere 
in our columns. The book is enriched with a dual 
portrait of the children—two of the sweetest faces, 
reader, that you ever saw, outside of your own 
home-fold, 
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GREATER BRITAIN. A Record of Travel in Eng- 
lish-speaking countries during 1866-7. With maps 
and illustrations, By Charles Wentworth Dilke, 
New York: Harper & Brothers. This is & thoroughly 
readable book, written with more than usual appre- 
ciation (for a foreigner) of the resources and destiny 
of ‘the new world. The key to the kindly spirit ot 
the book in reference 'to our country is found in 
the author’s own words: “Through America Eng- 
land is speaking t6 the world.” Australia, India, 
the Pacific Isles, and all English-speaking or Eng- 
lish-governed lands form the scope of the Greater 
Britain, whitch ‘in 4 pleasant, thoughtful way, the 
writer spreads out before us. For sale by Claxton, 
Remsen & Haffeljinger, Philadelphia, 

GENEVA’S SHIELD. By Rev, W. M. Blackburn. 
New York: M. W. Dodd. In the shape of a very 
fascinating story, the dawn of the Swiss Reforma- 
tion is here portrayed, previous to the advent of 
Calvin upon the scene. It abounds in examples ot 
Christian heroism, Young people love the heroic, 
The author appeals to this part of their nature, and 
invests the rich material which church history fur- 
nishes, with an interest well-nigh irresistible. More 
charming than romance, this story is more satisfy- 
ing and ennobling. Its tendency is to fortify the 
young in faith, and to help them “Stand up for 
Jesus.” It ought to be in all the Sunday-school 
libraries of the land, 

CHILDHOOD CONVERSION. By Rev. H. Clay Trum- 
bull. A little tract originally given as an essay 
before the late Massachusetts Convention of Sab- 
bath-school teachers, The author’s labors in the 
preparation of his manual on The Children’s Ser- 
vice (“Children in the Temple,” which is just issued, 
and will be early noticed by us), have given him 
peculiar advantages for the production of this 
essay,and have made it one of the most accurate 
and abundant in argument and illustration of any 
little work of the kind extant. It ought to be cir- 
culated by thousands. M. H. Sargent, publisher, 
Boston. 

ELEANOR’s LESSONS. Philadelphia: J. P. Skelly & 
Co. The main purpose of this interesting story is 
to teach the lesson of charitable judgment of the 
motives and actions of others. By erring in this 
respect, “‘ Eleanor’ covers herself with confusion, 
and brings herself and others into serious troubles. 
“ Judge not, that ye be not judged,” is the text of 
the story. 

LESSONS FROM DAILY LIFE. Philadelphia: J. B. 
Lippincott & Co. Thoughts and introspections on 
religious life, written from the standpoint of Swe- 
denborgianism. 

THE TRIBUNE ALMANAC. For 1869. New York: 
The Tribune Association. Almost indispensable as 
@ political register and manual,—the completest 
and best we have any knowledge of. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. Boston: Congrega- 
tional Sabbath-School and Publishing Society. An 
attractive list of books from which to make selec- 
tions for the Sabbath-school library. We have had 
occasion to commend some of them highly. 

THE METHODIST ALMANAC. For 1869. Cincin- 
nati: Hitchcock & Walden. Very valuable for its 
official lists and statistics, and ‘useful also outside of 
the denomination to all who would have reliable 
figures of the Methodist church. 








ia Mr. TRUMBULL’S new and valuable book, 
entitled, “Children in the Temple,’”’ advertised in our 
columns, can be obtained of J. C. Garrigues & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia, 





HINTS 


ABOUT THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORK. 


By Rev. Alfred Taylor, 


Secretary of the Pennsylvania State Sabbath-School 
Association. 


An 18mo pamphlet of 36 pages containing practi- 
cal Hints tor Sunday-school Workers. A limited 
number of copies will be distributed gratuitously. 
Any superintendent who will furnish the Pub- 
lishersof The Times with his post-office address and 
the name of the school with which he is connected, 
and enclose 6 cents in = 6 stamps, to cover ex- 
pense of mailing, can have 12 copies of the pam- 

hlet to distribute among his teachers until the 

imit of supply is reached, 
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The following cards are exquisitely printed in 
bright and beautiful colors, and their introduction 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Scripture lessons thus plainly taught. 


BIBLE HISTORY, 


First series. 12 varieties. - - << -« G&c. 
BIBLE HISTORY. 

Second'series. 12 varieties, - © e= Se, 
SCRIPTURE NATIONALITIES. 

12 varieties, - - - - 50c. 
GLAD TIDINGS. 

W2varieties. - - +2 2© © «2 «= §0e, 
STORY OF JOSEPH. 

12 varieties. - espe a Sa 
STORY OF —— ESTHER, 

12 varieties. - - 50c. 
LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES. 

10 varieties, - - - 50c, 
PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 

12 varieties. - en Gy es ee 
VIEWS IN J ERUSALEM. 

12 varieties, - - - © Se 
SYRIA AND MOUNT LEBANON. 

12 varieties: ° - - = 6&0, 
CITIES OF PALESTINE. 

12 varieties. - ak a 
ENVIRONS OF J ERUSALEM. 

12 varieties, - - - = 6&0e, 


Any or all of these eueie will be sent by mail, on 
receipt of the prices mentioned, 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 





PHILADELPHIA, 
J 
VALUABLE PREMIUMS 
To be given to those who obtain 
NEW 
SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 

Price, 
View of Ancient Jerusalem, - = = $12.00 
Webster’ s Unabridged Dictionary, - - 12.00 
Worcester’s Unabridged Dictionary, - - 12,00 
Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer, - - 10.00 
Smith's Bible Dictionary, 8 vols., e119 18.00 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, l vol, - - = 38.50 
Thomson’s Land and Book,2vols., - = 5.00 
Cruden's Unabridged Concordance, - - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Matthew, - - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Mark and Luke, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Acts of Apostles, 5.00 

Lange’s Commentary on James, Peter, John 
andJude, - - - = - = = 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Corinthians, ~ 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Pauline Rotten, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Genesis, - 5.00 
Conybeare & Howson’s St. Paul,2 vols. - 7.50 
Mimpriss’s Gospel Treasury, i ae 3.50 
Coleman’s Historical Atlas, - - - = 2.00 
“ife-Scenes from the Four Gospels, - - 2.00 
or any other book or books desired by the can- 

vasser, 


‘ 
4%- Send for Descriptive List of Premiums. 





AN ILLUSTRATED 
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 


or 


Choice Sabbath-School Publications. 


43> Superintendents can obtain a copy /ree on 
application, 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





CHOICE BOOKS, 


APPROPRIATE FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


Warmly commended by the leading religious 
Journals throughout the country. 





Agnes Wilbur; 


Or, A DAUGHTER’S INFLUENCE. By Catharine 

M. Trowbridge. 18mo, three illustrations. 90c. 

“A picture o genuine piety; we wish it miei be 
read and pondered by all our young friends.—Chris- 
tian Secretary.” 


Arthur Merton; 


OR, SINNING AND SORROWING. By Miss Caroline 

E. Kelly. 16mo, four illustrations. $1,25. 

“The book is worthy of being placed in every 
— and read at any fireside.”—Christian 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 


5 Mrs. ae. E. McConaughy. 18mo, three illustra- 
ons. 

“An admirable Sunday-school book, as are all 
those issued by the same Publishers.’’—Reformed 
Church Messenger. 


Heavenward—Earthward. 
i aaiiae B. McKeever, 16mo, four illustrations. 


“The s is a natural one, full of animation; 
and in it, tone way of good and evil is forcibly con- 
trasted. ”__Bvening Telegraph. 


Helen MacGregor ; 


OR, CONQUEST AND SACRIFICE. By Mrs. *c. Y. 

Barlow. 16mo, four illustrations, $1.25. 

“We found in it such a freshness and charm that 
we could not lay th down until we had read 
it from beginning to ”” Religious Telescope. 


The Home Vineyard: 
SKETCHES OF MISSION WORK. , 4 Caroline E, 
Kelly. 18mo, three illustrations, 

“The Sketches are impressively drawn, and are 
calculated to make a@ good impression upon the 
heart.”’—Evangelical Rep Ye 


Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels. 


By Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, twenty- 

five illustrations, 60. 

“Itisa eful and captivating harmony of the 
Gospels; the life of Christ being presented as one 
continued carentive, and with true historic accu- 
racy.”’—Ladies’ Repository. 


Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 
Rev. G J M.A. Larg jou , With 
Maps and twenty-five illustrations. * n* 


attractive as any of the most , Popular productions 
of the day.”—Reformed Church Messenger, 


The Sabbath-School Index. 


By R. G. Pardee, A.M. 16mo. For Superinten- 

dente and Teachers. $1.25. 

“The book deserves to be circulated by tens of 
—— and will do good wherever it goes.”— 

orning Star. 


The Teacher’s Guide to Palestine. 
Hy, Prof. Henry 8. Osborn. Witha Map. 65c. 
tcannot but be invaluable to the student and 
teacher.”’—Christian Instructor. 
Tilman Loring; 


OR, MINISTER OR MERCHANT, By Rev. J. K. 

Nutting. 18mo, three illustrations. . 

ad cparming little book, setting forth the blessed- 
ness of enlistin in the work of saving souls.”— 
Cumberland ‘Presbyt terian, 


Tom Miller; 

Or, AFTER MANY Days, By Mrs. M. E. Rock- 

well. 16mo, four ‘itustrationsy $1.25. 

“We cannot too highly commend the care which 
this Publishing House bestows on every volume 
issued with their imprint.’’—Methodist Home Journal. 


JUST PUBLISHED: 


Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs. C. Y. Barlow. 18mo, three illust. 9c. 


Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 
By Mrs. A. K. Dunning. 18mo, three illust. 90c. 
Two of the best books we have yet issued. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET. 












work reads well, and is as ée ae and | 





——yF7 


GILT, SILVERED, PLAIN. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL MEDALS, 


APPROPRIATE AND BEAUTIFUL 


AS 
REWARDS OF {renrv. 


These Medals are becoming very popular as an 
offering to the members of classes who not only in- 
troduce new scholars, but secure the regular attend- 
ance foracertain time of children who have not 
before been connected with any Sabbath-school. 


The design isa fine representation of the open 
Bible, encircled by this passage: 


“Search the Scriptures: forin them ‘ye think ye 
have Eternal Life.” 
PRICES PER DOZEN: 
Gixt, $6; SILVERED, $3.60; PLAIN, $3. 


4a Samples of either style sent post-paid for 6 
cents beyond the dozen rate price. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 ARCH St., Philadelphia, 





AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION'S 
PERIODICALS. 


Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D., Editor. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, 


A monthly paper, sixteen pages, quarto, for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible Classes, Parents, and all in- 
terested in the religious training of the young. 
Each number containsa SERMON for CHILDREN, 
and on OUTLINE LESSON for Sunday-schools, by 
the Editor. It is published at the low rate of 


FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 
THE CHILD'S WORLD, 


A beautifully illustrated paper, for Children and 
Youth, monthly or semi-monthly. Terms twelve 
cents per year for the monthly, and twenty-four 
cents for the semi-monthly, for ten copies or over 
sent to one address, postage payable at the office 
where received. 

a#@~ Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and 
Sample Copies of its Periodicals, furnished gratui- 
tously, on application at the Depository, 


1122 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


DR. SMITH'S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Subbath-Schools, 


While several editions of this valuable work by- 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants. 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge-. 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful-. 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the- 
large and important class of readers for whom it: 
is intended. Besides three valuable maps and nu-- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with: 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and. eight very fine. 
steel engravings. 


Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; ‘by Mail; $3.94. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street,. Philadelphia.. 
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The Book for Every Live Sunday-school Man. 
CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT, 


AND A GUIDE FOR THE 


CHILDREN’S PREACHER. 


CONTAINING 


A Year's Supply of Concert Exercises worked out 
for immediate use; Hints on Bible Reading, 
Singing, Prayer and Preaching; Forms for 
Opening and Closing Service; Sermon 
Plans: Historical Notes on Children’s 
Worship, &c. 


By Rev.-H.CLAY TRUMBULL, 
Missionary Secretary of Am. 8. S. Union, 
for New England. 


This is the fullest and best book on the subject of 
eneral religious exercises for children ever pub- 
fished. It is the result of long experience, careful 
study, and extended observation and reading on the 
art of one of the most successful and skilled Sun- 
ay-school workers in the land, 
‘ull of suggestions to those who are to talk or 
preach to children; it contains sermons and ad- 
dresses, or other original contributions, from many 
of the best known tors and Sunday-school work- 
ers of the yarious denominations, including: 

Rev. Drs. 8. H. Tyng, Richard Newton and F. D. 
Huntington, Rev. Messrs. H. D. Ganse, J. H. Vin- 
cent, Jar M, Ft » A.J. Gordon, R. T. Rob- 
tnson, W. E. Know, J. A 8 and Alfred 
Taylor, and Messrs. Ralph Wells, E. D. Jones, and 
William Reynolds. 

It isa book which no pastor or Superintendent 
can afford to be without. 

Price $1.50. Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

For sale by all Booksellers. 


We ¥ AND & Co., Publishers, 
nag avis \ Springfield, Mass. 
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EVERY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE IT. 


A MAP OF PALESTINE 


AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE, 6 BY 9 FEET. &15. 


This magnificent map is the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thoroug’ Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent authors, both 
of our own country and Europe, have been con- 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared to render this the most valuable 


map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 


I use it constantly in my lectures. It is the best 
large map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 
Sabbath-school had one.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D. 

aS oO nee poqearaa it to all ap are inter- 
es) n studyin © geography and topograph 
note anesecs an modsrne of Palestine, e . WA 2 

in, D. D. 


The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
cause of their labors.—Rev. Edw. N. Kirk, D. D. 

The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bemranpedt should be without it—Rev. Wm CG 

, D. D. 

Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
school, possessing it! Iam not only pleased, J am 
delighted with it, in all r whatever.—Rev. 
Henry C. Fish, D. D. 

Iam convinced that in minuteness, aecuracy and 
to aphical detail it is the best work extant,— 
Re Bev. Wm. Bacon Stevens, D. D. he 

By the boldness and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted for instructing schools and large 
assemblies, J have used it with much satisfaction.— 

J. P. ypson, D. D. 

I Map as a most valuable one, and 

heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 


ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. 
Cummings, D. D. - . “aepideesi 


A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address f requested. 
J. €&. GARRIGUES & Co., 
G08 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





TEACHER’S BIBLE. 


This isan admirable form of BIBLE, containing 
@ complete reference, with a large amount of in- 
formation for teachers in the preparation of their 
lessons. It is printed in good readable type, with 
@ number of maps, and an appendix of nearly one 
hundred pages, entitled, “An Index to the Persons, 
Places and Subjects occurring in the Holy Scrip- 
tures.” This Index and the maps will be found of 
great practical value. The book also contains 
Chronological Tables from the date of the Creation 
of the world to the Banishment’ of John to the 
island of Patmos. The volume is bound in different 
styles, and is very convenient in size for a teacher’s 
hand-book, weighing from 20 to 28 ounces, 

Imitation Morocco, $3.50; by mail, $3.70. 

Spanish Morocco, $3.75; by mail, $8.99. 

Turkey Morocco, $4.50; by mail, $4.74. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt clasp , $6.00; by mail, $6.28. 

Turkey Mor., with gilt rims and clasp, $7.00; by 
mail, $7.28. 

For Sale by J.C. Garrigues & Co., 

608 Arch St., Philadelphia. 


NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





FWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


With colored covers. Beautifully Illustrated. Put 


up in Packages of Ten each, in,a wrapper. Price 
50 per set; 25 cents sin hey will be sure 
to please the Children. 


GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Irish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve Illustrations. Bevelled Cloth. 
Price $1.25. 


ROSA. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board. 16mo, 
366 pages. Four Illustrations. Price $1. 


JUVENILES. 
ALL ILLUSTRATED. 

“* Trasule,” - - = * 60 cts. 
** Footsteps in the Light,” 50 cés. 
Cousin Amy,” - - = 60 cts. 
“ Tell the Truth,” "+: ‘ee 60 cts. 
“ Edith’s Two Account Books,” 60 cts. 
‘“* The Prisoners,” - - ~ 
“* Margaret Lawrence,” - 
Little Street-Sweeper,” 
“* Marble Clarke,”’ - 
“ Brave Heart,’ - 


BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES, 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25, 


1,000 COPIES 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX, 


BY BR. G. PARDEE, 


to be given away to Superintendents, Teachers and 
other friends of the cause. as'a Premium for new 
subscribers. 


For full information, enclose a stamp to the pub- 
lishers of this paper. 








has EVERY SUBSCRIBER “@a 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one, of the new, neat and substantial patent 
Binders, It will last from year to year. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 


THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course otf 
Lessons that are to appear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 
which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 


copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper. 


usic and Jpunmng for [pines 
“ OUTSIDE THE GATE.” 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


““ AT THE DOOR,” 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR. 


These are two of the most beautiful of modern 
hymns; the sentiment being pure and good, just 
such as should be welcomed,in every Sunday- — 
school. We are confident they will both prove. 
generally acceptable. 

$1.00 
95e. 


100 Sheets with the Musi, - - - - - 
100 Leaflets without Music, - - - - - 

Samples sent on receipt of a stamp for postage. 
J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 

608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA. 











4a Mons. PAUL DU CHAILLU, the celebrated . 
African Eaplore. has been engaged by the Sabbath- 
school of the North Presbyterian church, Phila- 
delphia, to deliver a lecture on “ Equatorial Africa} 
and the Gorilla,” illustrated with extensive paint 
ings and diagrams, on Monday evening, February 
Ist, 1869. Particulars in the daily papers .during 
the week previous. 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 

Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, tt ts believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published. 

JVo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 


Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

4 Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can 
be done, 


All letters relating to the business management 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to : 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 








